
 
Dear Incoming 6th Grade Class, 
  
Congratulations! You have successfully met the criteria to advance into your Middle School career! This year will 
undoubtedly be one of growing and changing as you begin to discover yourself and reflect upon the kind of 
scholar you want to be throughout your Middle School years.  
 
One of our primary goals is to develop lifelong readers and learners. Summer reading is an opportunity for you to 
practice the comprehension, analytical, and note-taking skills learned throughout the year while reading a 
thought-provoking and enjoyable book. Your assignment consist of two books, one required of all incoming 6th 
graders, and the other choosing from a list of four options.  
  
While reading and taking notes, keep the theme of discovering oneself, and the guiding questions in mind. These 
texts were selected to provide a common foundation and reference for your 6th grade year.  Keep in mind that this 
assignment is a chance for you to put your best foot forward!  
 
Please turn in your summer assignment on the first day of school.  Your packet will be deducted 10 points for 
each day late.  Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to email me.  We look forward to building on the 
foundation you have helped establish during the summer.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jomayra I. Torres, M. Ed.  
Dean of ELA Curriculum and Instruction  
BelovED Community Charter School Network 
jtorres@belovedccs.org | P: 201- 630-4700 Ext 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Reading Tasks 
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★ Task 1: Read Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt and a choice book from 
the list below. Both Fish in a Tree and the book you have chosen to read this summer 
will help you to learn about the theme of Discovering Oneself.  As you read, consider 
the thematic topic and guiding questions below and record your thoughts. You are 
responsible for identifying and recording textual evidence, as well as reflecting upon 
and analyzing how the evidence relates to the theme. Your notes must fulfill the 

following requirements: 
●    There is no minimum page requirement. However, notes must cover the entire length of the text, 
for both texts. Be sure to include notes from the beginning, middle and end of the text.  
●    Notes must include textual evidence (including page number) and your thoughts, analysis, 
interpretation, and/or questions. 
●    Notes may be typed or handwritten. If you choose to type the notes, you must have a printed 
copy to use in class by the second day of school.  

 
Note-Taking Chart and Rubric 
 

Textual evidence of an event or conflict the character(s) 
face or A problem within a character or between a 

character and an outside force : 

Explain what the character learned from the event or personal 
challenge he/she experienced and how it helped them 

discover themselves: 

   

 
  

Score Points 4  2 0 

Description Notes are thorough and reflective, and 
appear to cover the full length of the 
text.  

Notes are somewhat thorough and 
reflective, and appear to cover some of the 
text. 

Student did not complete or submit 
notes.  

 

Guiding Questions 
● How are the characters’ identities shaped by their experiences and relationships with others? 
● How do individuals come together to form communities? 
● How can conflicts and your response to them shape your identity and your view of yourself? 
● What are some of the challenges and triumphs of growing up? 



 
★ Task 2: Use your notes to write/type a thematic essay discussing how the characters discover who they 

are through the conflicts they are faced with, and submit them to  your teacher, with your notes, for a 
grade. When writing your essay be sure to include: 

❏ A catchy title  
❏ A short summary of the books you have read  
❏ Address the guiding questions  
❏ Textual evidence to support your claims 
❏  Introduction: Look back at the theme/task to help you develop a couple (approximately 3) 

introductory sentences and a thesis statement. The introduction to the essay should communicate 
what it is that the essay will show or prove.NOTE: One should not simply copy the theme or 
task; this is not a suitable introduction and will result in a lower overall essay score. 

❏   Body: The body paragraphs need to thoroughly and clearly address all elements of the task by: 
demonstrating an understanding of the theme AND incorporating relevant facts, examples, and 
plenty of DETAILS, DETAILS, and DETAILS! 

❏  Conclusion: Restate the thesis statement in a fresh manner and summarize the examples you 
wrote about in the body of the essay. 

➔       RE-STATE THE OLD and POINT TOWARD THE NEW (What should we learn or take away from 
the essay?; This statement could serve as a THESIS for another essay.) 

➔    Give INSIGHT. Explain WHY the theme is present today. Answer the question “SO WHAT?” In 
other words, “What’s your point in writing this essay? What does this have to do with us? Why have you 
given all this information? 
 

★ Task 3: Reflect on your writing using the attached Thematic Essay Checklist and Rubric.  
❏ Thematic Essay Checklist Directions: Re-read your essay with the Checklist as a guide. 

Place a check mark (✓) for areas you think you did w ell in, a check plus (✓ᐩ) for areas 

you feel you did great in and a minus for areas you feel could be stronger (-) 
❏ Thematic Essay Rubric Directions: Re-read your essay with the Rubric as a guide. 

Circle the number you feel is your score for each category. Add up all the scores and give 
yourself an overall score 

 
*This assignment will be your first reflective piece for your portfolio of the year. You will have an 
opportunity to review your self reflection score and your teacher’s score and feedback to create writing goals 
for the first term.  
 

 
Book Choice List  

 
 



The Young Landlords by Walter Dean Myers: After a developer tricks them into buying his dilapidated 
building, a group of kids try to clean up their neighborhood, and learn just what it takes to run a 
building.Since none of their tenants pay rent, the kids learn to run fundraisers. They use this money to 
improve the squalid conditions of their building and improve the lives of the people who live there, taking 
responsibility of their community.  
 
 
Hidden Talents: Martin Anderson and his friends don’t like being called losers. But they’ve been called that 
for so long even they start to believe it. Until Martin makes an incredible discovery: each of his friends has a 
special hidden talent. Edgeview Alternative School was supposed to be an end of the road. But for Martin 
and his friends, it just might be a new beginning. 

   
Wonder by R.J. Palacio August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented 
him from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to 
be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. 
WONDER, begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her 
boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s struggle with empathy, 
compassion, and acceptance. 

 
Ghost by Jason Reynolds: Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been 
running for the wrong reasons—it all started with running away from his father, when Ghost was a very little boy. Since 
then, Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic 
Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could 
be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thematic Essay Final Draft  

(use the following pages if you will write out your essay. Be sure your handwriting is pristine.) 

 

Name : ___________________________________________    HR: _____________________ 
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Thematic Essay Reflective Checklist  

Name : ___________________________________________    HR: _____________________ 

Teacher Student  

 Grading Criteria  

    Essay thoroughly develops all parts of the task evenly and in depth 

    Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization 

    Includes an introduction and a conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme 



    Includes numerous facts, examples and details to support the claim                         

    Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes & evaluates information) 

 A “how-to” guide 

    Attached notes representative of all parts of the text  

    Introduction (minimum 3-5 sentences not including the book summary) 

    Introduce/Restate the theme 

    Provide basic background information (book summary) 

    End with your CLAIM (what your essay is going to prove based off the Task) 

    Body Paragraphs (approximately 10 sentences) 

    Point: Make your point (this should be based on the claim) 

    Evidence: Backup your point with supporting facts, examples and details 

    Explanation: Explain how the evidence supports your claim; analyze why/how it’s important 

    Link: Form a connection to the claim; form a connection between each point in the paper 

    Style: Establish and maintain a formal style; Use proper spelling and grammar 

    Conclusion (approximately 3-5 sentences) 

    Reword the Theme/claim 

    Summarize what each body paragraph proved 

 

 

Thematic Essay Rubric  

Name : ___________________________________________    HR: _____________________ 

 

  5 4 3 2 1 0 

Theme Shows a 
thorough 
understan
ding of 
the theme 

Shows a good 
understanding 
of the theme 
or problem 

Shows a 
satisfactory 
understanding 
of the theme 

Shows limited 
understanding 
of the theme 

Shows very 
limited 
understanding 
of the theme 

Shows no 
understanding 
of the theme 



Completion of 
task 

Addresses 
all aspects 
of the task 

Addresses 
most aspects 
of the task 

Addresses 
many aspects of 
the task 

Addresses 
some aspects 
of the task 

Minimally 
addresses some 
aspects of the 
task 

Does not 
address any 
aspect of the 
task 

Analysis Shows an 
excellent 
ability to 
analyze, 
evaluate, 
compare 
and/or 
contrast 
issues and 
events 

Shows an 
ability to 
analyze, 
evaluate, 
compare 
and/or 
contrast issues 
and events 

Shows an 
ability to 
analyze or 
evaluate issues 
and events, but 
not in any depth 

Develops a 
faulty analysis 
or evaluation 
of issues and 
events 

Minimally 
develops a 
faulty analysis 
or evaluation of 
issues and 
events 

Lacks an 
analysis or 
evaluation of 
the issues and 
events 

Detail Richly 
supports 
the theme 
or 
problem 
with 
relevant 
facts, 
examples, 
and 
details 

Includes 
relevant facts, 
examples, and 
details, but 
may not 
support all 
aspects of the 
theme or 
problem 
evenly 

Includes some 
facts, examples, 
and details 

Includes few 
accurate or 
relevant facts, 
examples, or 
details 

Includes little 
accurate or 
relevant facts, 
examples, or 
details 

Includes no 
accurate or 
relevant facts, 
examples, or 
details 

Organization Is a well-
developed 
essay, 
consistent
ly 
demonstra
ting a 
logical 
and clear 
plan of 
organizati
on 
  

Is a well-
developed 
essay, 
demonstrating 
a logical and 
clear plan of 
organization 

Is a 
satisfactorily 
developed 
essay, 
demonstrating a 
general plan of 
organization 

Is a poorly 
organized 
essay, lacking 
focus 

Demonstrates a 
major 
weakness in 
organization 

Lacks focus; 
no 
organization 

Introduction Introduces 
the theme 
by 
establishi
ng a 
framewor
k that is 
beyond a 
simple 
restateme
nt of 
the task; 
includes 
thesis 

Introduces the 
theme by 
establishing a 
framework 
that is beyond 
a simple 
restatement of 
the task 

Introduces the 
theme  by 
repeating the 
task; includes 
explanation of 
theme 

Introduces the 
theme  by 
repeating the 
task 

Introduction is 
minimal 

Fails to 
introduce the 
theme 



Transitional 
Sentences 

A variety 
of 
thoughtful 
transitions 
are used. 
They 
clearly 
show how 
ideas are 
connected
. 

A variety of 
transitions are 
used. They 
clearly show 
how ideas are 
connected. 

Transitions 
clearly show 
how ideas are 
connected, but 
there is little 
variety. 

Some 
transitions 
work well; but 
connections 
between other 
ideas are 
unclear. 

The transitions 
between ideas 
are unclear. 

The 
transitions 
between ideas 
are 
nonexistent. 

Conclusion Concludes 
with a 
summatio
n of the 
theme  
that 
includes 
vivid 
illustratio
n of 
theme 
through 
examples 

Concludes 
with a 
summation of 
the theme  
that includes 
illustration of 
theme through 
examples 

Concludes with 
a summation of 
the theme that 
refers to 
examples with 
some 
connection 

Concludes 
with a 
summation of 
the theme that 
refers to 
examples with 
minimal 
connection 

Conclusion is a  
basic 
restatement of 
theme 

Conclusion is 
nonexistent 

Grammar 
and 
Punctuation 

No errors 
in 
grammar 
or 
punctuatio
n 

1-2 errors in 
grammar or 
punctuation 

3-4 errors in 
grammar or 
punctuation 

5-6 errors in 
grammar or 
punctuation 

Many errors in 
grammar or 
punctuation 

Very poor 
grammar 
and/or 
punctuation 

Spelling No 
spelling 
errors 

1-2 spelling 
errors 

3-4 spelling 
errors 

5-6 spelling 
errors 

Many spelling 
errors 

Very poor 
spelling 

 

 

Teacher Score: _______________/ 50       Student Score: ______________/50  


	Guiding Questions

